|

THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

15

ROBIN COOPER ON
THE STAND TELLS
OF THE SHOOTING

Youhg Man Charged With Mur -

der of Senator

Carmack Makes

Good Witness--State Decides
Not to Use Other Witnesses at

This Tim
({By the Associated Press.)

Nas=hville, Tenn., Feb. 20.—This was
the defense’s day in the trial of Dun-
can B. Cooper, Robin J. Coeper and
John D. Sharp, charged withh the mur-
der o former United States Senator
FEdward W. Carmack. Only one wit-
ness was examined, the boyvish defend-
ant, Robin J. Cooper, and he made a
splendid witness,

W hen court opened it was expected
that the State would offer one or more
ol its missing witnesses., At least three
arrived last night but the Attorney
Gieneral decided either not to use them
at all, or to save them for his big
conspiracy fight in rebuttal. Both
sides seemed sparring for time at the
opening of the day’s session. Finally
the Siate’s attorney appeared. Then
the defense asked for thirty minutes
indulgence and took an nour and a
halt. It was presumed that a confer-
ence was on but jn reality the time
was required that an X-ray hotograph

might be taken to iearn it the bullet.
which: Robin Cooper received in the

shoulder, was still there.
Dr. Fort thought it was and so tes-
tiedd. However the day after the shoot-

ing Iilobin Cooper found a bullet in
the bed near his knees at the St
Thomas Hospital. It was a 38-calibre
bullet. The gun found noar Senator

Carmack’s body with two ¢mpty shells
is o S8-calibre.

The defense evidently winted to be
sure that the X-ray showed no bullet
in Botin’'s shoulder before they pro-
dueed the missile found in the boy's
bed. 1t is thought the Siate has in-
tercsting . theory that the revolver
foun«d near Carmack’s body was hnot
the ane forced upon the dead editor
Ly one of his staff a few hours before
he was shot. The one picked up is a
Liue steel 38-caliore. C'ol. Cooper's
revolver secured a day or two later

nickeled 38-calibre and apparently

~over been dischapged.
Young Cooper on Stand.

v+ spon as the X-ray plate had been
developed gnd disclosed no trace of a
Lullet the defense announced readi-
ness and called young Cooper to the
hoy is a sleader, erect,
high bred type of a young
dslicate, al-

is

stana. The
2 1 &8

¢cleean

marn. His features are
most ferinine but he carries himself
in an ercet and manly fashion and
there is nothing effiminate in his
manner. His voice is soft and well
cultivated, he speaks slowly, almost
with a drawl. I answered every
aquestion with a deliberateness
ind caution that at times seemed
tn exasperate his counsel, Jlldgt* An-_
d¢reon. and put him in the light of

an unwilling witness., But there is no

dJoubt that his evident sincerity u__nd
disinclination to take advantage of a
sitnation made a very strong impres-

<ion on both jury and spectators.
His cross examination was post-
when it will

ponsd until Monday :
consume probably most of the day.
e esaid that he practiced law 1In
office of his uncle, James Brad-
iord, and that on November 9, ti\-r‘
day of the Carmack H!Xih(_ntillf‘:’. h_n:-:
q:'uliu-r ealled at Bradford’'s office 1n
the forenoomn. Young Cooper. \\'h.n
«ave his age as 27, referred to his
father as “papa.”
“Papa told me,” he
was afraid he was going
tronble with Mr. Carmack.”
After a long argument of f'mms-:r_-l,
(‘oaper was allowed to explain such
parts of this conversation as h‘ad been
previously testified to by Miss Lee,
who said she overheard parts of the
conversation.,. The witness continwed,

the

“hf‘
have

to‘f-'[ifil"‘(].
to

speaking of his father:
“H{e said he was afraid of t_rmxble.
{ asked him why. He said, in sub-

ctance, that Mr. Carmack in his paper
had been printing editorials attacking
his character and, as he puat it, shoot-
ing noisoned arrows. He =said it was
hecoming unendurable.  He said he
had seen Mr. Craig the night before
and told him to tell Carmack that he

must cease using  his name in his
paper. He said Mr. Craig returned
and said he had seen Carmack, but

Carraack would agree to nothing.

“As I remember it, Mr. Craig s:ai.d
{n papa that Carmack was in a Vi-
cious humor or moo-d."”

Again Warned Carmack.

[2abin said his father also told Craig
to tell Carmack that “unless he ceased
ns=ing his name the town was not big
¢nough to hold them both.”

“I was greatly worried,” the wit-
neee econtinued, “and J said I believed
my uncle could bring influences to

Carmack the injustice
of his course. it was then that papa
said: *‘He had no right to use my
name and I have &« right to protect
myself." "

The defense attempted to get in
testimony by Robin Cooper tending to
show that Colonel Cooper’s waiting for
Carmack the day of the Kkilling was
merely to protest against the use of
the Cooper’'s name ni the paper, but
this testimony was ruled out.

Then Judge Andergon in an impas-
sioned plea frankly admitted why this
evidence was essential. Thé court
was unmoved,.

Robin said after his talk he tele-
phoned his sister, Mrs. Burch, for the

bear to show

purpose of getting her to find his
father and keep him off the streets.

“Why did you wish him kept offt
the streets?”

Feared a Meeting.
“I feared Mr. Carmack might have

resented the message papa sent him
and that there might be troubnle.”

“How old is yvour father?"

“He is 67 vears old.”

“And his physical condition?"

“His right hand is ecrippled. the
two smaller fingers of the hand are
bent and cannot be moved.”

“MWhat did you do then?" asked
Cooper's counsel, again taking up

Robin's movements during the morn-
ing.

“T went out and look-d for papa but
failed to find him. I returned to my
oftfice and telephoned Governor Patter-
son tn ask him if he knew about the
trouble ”

“Did yvou get a pistol that day?”

“1 i, I got it from mv uncle,
Itobin Jones, I called him vUn  and
acked him if he had one. My purpose
getting it was this: From what
pira said, from telephone conversa-
tions from the messages—"'

“We  obiect to his
Staote’'s Attorney General
“Well., the message
Carmack was very strong
Carmack as 1 did, 1
would resent it I could neot find
papa. 1 knew he was on the streets
s+ at nocn my uncle brought me the
automatic revolver., T determined to

in

reasons,'”” said
MeCarn.
father

and

cent
know -
feared he

inge

find my father, and if he must be on |

the streets, to stay near and protect
him."”

[tobin testified he found his father
and that he induced the latter to stay

at the Maxwell hotel until 3 p. m.
The witness meanwhile tricd a case
in court.
Didn’'t Hear FFather swear,
Robin said he did not hear his
father using the violent language
Miss Lee said she heard.

At 2 o'clock he again saw his fath-
er in Bradford's office.

“How long did you stay there?”

“Until father and I left.”

“Where did your father say he was
going?"”’

“To the
Patterson.”

“Why was he going there?’
Patterson

mansion to see Governor

and

“To meet Governor
Alr. Mustin Cooley, at Governor Pat-
terson’s request.

“IWho told your father that Gov-
ernor Patterson wanted to  talk  to
him?"”

“Graneral Tully Brown.”

“Did vour father want you to go
along?”

“He did not.”

“Why 7'

“He¢ did not apprehend any trouble
as it was thought it was in process
of settlement. He did not apprehend
that he would meet Carmack.”

“Had you received any information
at to what was the result of the con-

ference in Jradford’'s office which
closed at 4 p. m.?"”

“Yes, papa had agreed to refrain
from sending the note and to disre-
gard the Apel

The State's objection to finishing
this sentence was sustained.

Witness detailed the walk from
Eradford’'s office to the scene of the
shooting They stopped at a drug
store, bought some soda water and

walked on up the arcade.

“Papa spoke to several people on
the wayv., I saw John Tyndall, the
news boy, but neither of us said any-
thing about ‘getting’ any one.

“At the middle of the alley, “inter-
cepting the arcade, we met John D.
Sharp.

“At the middle of the alley inter-
cepting the Arcade we met John D.
Sharp and Representative Matthews.

DIXIE PLANERS

not cost much, but fill a long felt want. Work up your
We aiso build Saw Mills and Sa.wsrdll‘. Machinehl"ywl'}dgem. Swing Cut-off Saws, Re-Saws, ete.

doing.
Get our prices before buying.

are the best self contained, portable Planers
and Matchers, Light running, strong and
simpie. Will surface, match flooring, and
cetling, make mouldings, ¢te, Warranted to
do first class work. Have been on the marlet
FIPTEEN YEARS without a single machine
being returned as actually defective. Theydo
lumber and save the profit, as many are now

ORKS, Drawer A, Winston-Salem, N. C.

We stopped and talked. 1 had not
seen Mr. Sharp for a long time.”
Witness said they walked on in
the direction of the governor's man-
sion, Mr. Sharp accompanying them.
“Were you expecting to meet John

Sharp that day?”

“We were not."”

“When we got to Vine strect or
Seventh avenue, I saw Mr. Carmack

down on Seventh avenue, near church
street, a block away. 1 turned to

Mr. Sharp and said: ‘There comes
Senator Carmack; don't let papa see
him.” I whispered it, and then to

papa I said: ‘Let's hurry up, Papa.’
Cooper Secs Carmack.

“SWVazn papa came up to me 1 got
him by the arm and turned towards
the governor's mansion. 1
hurry him and he pulled away.
ing: ‘What's the matter with
Then he turned and exclaimed:
is that Senator Carmack? Yes,
go over and talk to him now.”’

“I said, ‘Oh, no, papa, you must not
now.’

“He said:
knows me.

say-
you?
‘Say.
I'11

‘T know Carmack: he
There will be no trouble.’
[ let him go about twenty feet. i
did not-know what to do. Then |
went over to him.”

“If yvou believed his mission was
peacelqd, why did you go with him?"

“Because he was my father and 1
helieved it was my duty to protect
him as he was unable to protect him-
self.™

“Didd you believe
vour father's changed attitude?”

“NO, . ST i knew he did
Father tnrned over and got on the
sidewalk, I followed him, getting in
between the two posts, apa was on
the =sidewalk, 1 was in the street al-
most even withh  him.

“Senator Carmack was about to
1rass Mrs. Eastman and was putting
his hat back on his head. Papa spoke
10 him as he was passing her without

Carmack knew ot

not.

expecting to spealk. Papa caid:
‘Senator Carmack,” and instantly the
Senator drew his revolver. It came
out instantly just like this.” The
witness illustrated the motion. Rl ¢
paralyzed me for a minute and I

sprang toward papa as Carmack bhe-
gan *o back towards the pole, As

I jumped a shot exploded in my face.
The bullet strueck by neck tie and
went into my shoulder. I went after
my gun, which was in my overcoat
poclket. The second  shot went
through my sleeve and entered the

began to.

post. I slipped around the post and
tound Carmack aiming at me again.”

“What did you do then?”

Fired Three Times.

“1 began firing. 7T fired (hree times
as fast as 1 could, leaning against the
post with my lett hand. I saw Cuar-
mack reel and (21l and [ guit firing.”

“Why did yvou ston?"

“"Hecause I saw that he was hit.”’

“Did your father say anything about
a4 coward?”

“Yes, sir. As Carmack drew his
revolver and got behind Mrs., East-
man he €aid sometking about a cow-
ard hiding behind a woman's skirts.”

“\ here was yvour attention cen-
terc«d 7"

*t n Carmack and tather.”

“1'id you seve a pistol in your tath-
er's hand up to the time Carmack he-
gan o shoot?”

“No sir.”

“Ird your
‘Noyv you are
on yvou' 7
“No, sir. No =uch expression was
used. The only expression was about

Carmack
the drop

father
here,

sav to
we have

a coward. The whole thirzey was over
in a minute. 1 jumped ten feet be-
fore 1 was sholt and I moved very

quickly. Papa ptt his arm around me
and led me away.”

“Did any one fire a
Senator Carimack 77

“No sir: Carmack tred two shots
first and [ fired three. That was all
that was fired—-five shots.”

The witness then deseribed  his
wounds and testified about the X-ray
exar ‘naiton. Later his counsel asked:

/. the time yvou shot Senator Car-
mack did vou nat believe that your
life was in danger?”

“T believed if 1 had not aone
vonld have killed me.”

“I think in another instant he would
have shot me again.”

The witness denied ever having said
to Charles H. Warwick thai Carmack
“ought to be dead and in hell twenty
years ago.”

After Robin Cooper hadi
that he had Lknown Senator Carmack
for many vears and had rever “had
aught but friendly feclings for the
Senator.” The defense announced that
they= were through questioning  him
and court adjourned.

ey T —

shot before

so he

testified

The man who buys mors machinerv
than he is willing to take care of will

sooner or later be paying interest on a
| mortgage,

BANK OF CARTERET HAS
CLOSED ITS DOORS

Owverdrafts Caused the Trouble. With the Morehead
City Institution---Depositors Are All Safe

(Special to News and Observer.)

Morehead City, N. ., Feh. 20.—The
Bank of Carteret closged its doors this
morning, posting a notice signed by

the Board of Directors to the effect
that being unable to realize on their
securities the bank had been closed

by order of the Cornoration Commis-
sion, and that all depositors would be
paid in full. There has been no ex-
citement, the depositors being satis-
fied with the statement of the direc-
tors who are the leading business men
of the community.

The Bank of Carteret, of Morechead
City, was vesterday closed by J. K.
Doughton, State Bank IIxaminer, un-
der instructions and by authority of
the North Carolina Corporation Com-
mission, which has the oversight of
State and private banks. The condi-
tion of the bank is such as to warrant
it being said that all depositors will
be paid in full. If every item of
credit proves good then the steckhold-
ers will be safe, if not they will get
about 50 cents on the dollar.

The order to close the bank was
issued on Thursday after Mr. Dough-
ton had reported its condition to the
Corporation Commission. The ovder
states that it appearing from the rTe-
port to the CCommission that the Bank
of Carteret is insolvent, is conduct-
ing its business in an ‘gnsat‘e and un-
authorized manner and jeopardizing
the interests of depositors, that if the
State Bank Examiner is authorized to
take and retain possession of all mon-
eys, assets and properties of the bank
until a receiver can be appointed by
the courts upon the application of the
Commission.

The trouble with the banlk, from the
report made by Mr. Doughton to the
Commission, is that the amount of
overdrafts, these unsecured, the small
amount of cash on hand, and an ap-
parent shortage in cash put the bank
in such a condition that it was unable
to,meet its liabilities. This being the
case it was closed and is now in tne
hands of Mr. Doughton until a re-
ceiver can be appointed. The over-
drafts, unsecured amounted to 3$9.-
771.34, and of this : amount nearly
$6,000 was on overdrafts by the pres-
ident of the bank, Mr. R. W. Taylor.

The cash on hand in the bank
amounted to $1.4::9.40 all told and ac-
cording to wne renorts of AMr. Dough-
tcn the cash wa= short $513.10. As
against this condition the «deposits in
the bank subject to check were $17.-

375.564, time certificates of deposit
£5,910.00, bills payvable $10,000.00,
dividends unpaid $867.50, surplus
fund $3.768.38, due to banks and

bankers $4,292.08. The capital stock

paid in is $20,000.

The dHank exhibits as its resources
loans and discounts $40,488.69, bank-

inghouge and fixtures $7,786.15, casih
$1,459.40. Other items are the over-
dArafts of $%£9,771.24, unsecured $1.-

458.84, due from banks and bankers,
not good collateral, $346.92 in cash
items, not considered —~od. with books
short $37.55 and cash short 3513.10.
The cause of the closing of the bank

is said to be the overdrafts of 39.-
771.34, of which nearly $6,000 is to
President R. W. Taylor. If this
amount could have been turned into

cash it is very probable that the bank
would have continued its existence. In
the overdrafts there iz 218.00 against
cne director and $370.00 against an-
other, while various items run up the
total to what is considered the danger

line. The depositors are secured by
th«< loans and discounts and of the
overdrafts, cash items, cash short,
due from banks and bankers are

found good then the stockholders will
be safe also.

The Bank of (Carteret was organized
in 1903, with a capital of $20.000,
The president is R. W. Taylor, vice-
president, J. B. Morton: cashier, (.
V. Webb: Board of Directors, R. W,
Tavlor, J. B. Morton, C. 8. Wallace,
J. D. Webb, W. I. Arendell, S. W,
Wade, L. L. Leary, W, 8 Bel, Jr,
and N. W. Taylor.

Farms! Farms

if vou wish to buy or sell, state yvour
wants. R. E. PRINCE, 301 Tucker
Guilding, Raleigh, N. C.




